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3.8 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

This section discusses hazards and hazardous materials in the planning area. Specifically, hazardous 
materials and sites, airport and aircraft hazards, disaster and emergency preparedness, and fire hazards in 
the planning area are analyzed. 

3.8.1 EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Definition of Terms 

Hazardous materials and waste are defined and regulated in the United States by federal, state, and local 
regulations, including those administered by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the 
U.S. Occupations Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), the U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT), and the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). Each agency has its own definition of 
what constitutes a “hazardous material” and “hazardous waste.” However, generally speaking, hazardous 
material is any item or agent (biological, chemical, or physical) that has the potential to cause harm to 
humans, animals, or the environment, either by itself or through interaction with other factors. 

For the purpose of this section, the term “hazardous materials” shall refer to both hazardous substances 
and wastes. The California Health and Safety Code Section 25501 defines a “hazardous material” as: 

“any material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, or chemical 
characteristics, poses a significant present or potential hazard to human health and 
safety or to the environment if released…[which] include, but are not limited to, 
hazardous substances, hazardous waste, and any material which a handler or the 
administering agency has a reasonable basis for believing that it would be injurious to 
the health and safety of persons or harmful to the environment if released into the 
workplace or the environment…” 

Hazardous wastes are defined in California Health and Safety Code Section 25141(b) as wastes that: 

“…because of their quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious 
characteristics, [may either] cause, or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality 
or an increase in serious illness [or] pose a substantial present or potential hazard to 
human health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed 
of, or otherwise managed.” 

The use of these hazardous materials is commonplace in current society. Hazardous materials are 
generated by a multitude of uses, including manufacturing and service industries, small businesses, 
agriculture, health care, hospitals, schools and households. Hazardous materials in the urban setting 
include pesticides, herbicides, toxic metals and chemicals, explosives, and nuclear fuels and materials. 
Hazardous waste can be liquids, solids, or contained gases. They can be the by-products of manufacturing 
processes, discarded used materials, or discarded unused commercial products such as cleaning fluids. 
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The use of these materials are increasing in business and industrial activities, begetting relative increases 
in risk to the general public from the use of combustibles and the use, transport, and disposal of hazardous 
materials. 

Hazardous Materials and Sites 

Hazardous materials may be released through spilling, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, 
discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching, dumping, or disposing into the environment. The use of these 
hazardous materials is commonplace in commercial, industrial, and manufacturing activities, and many 
businesses within the planning area are permitted to handle and transport hazardous materials, such as dry 
cleaners and automotive businesses. USEPA and other federal, state, and county regulatory agencies 
closely monitor these businesses and the disposition of hazardous materials. Hazardous materials require 
special methods of disposal, storage, and treatment, and the release of hazardous materials requires an 
immediate response to protect human health and safety, and/or the environment. Improper disposal can 
harm the environment and people who are exposed to improperly-disposed waste. 

California Government Code Section 65962.5 requires the California Environmental Protection Agency 
(Cal/EPA) to prepare an annual Hazardous Waste and Substances List, commonly referred to as the 
Cortese List. A site’s presence on the list has bearing on the local permitting process as well as on 
compliance with CEQA. Sites that occur on a document contributing to the Cortese List are not eligible 
for categorical exemptions to CEQA. A review of federal, state, and local Cortese List databases 
identified numerous known and potentially contaminated sites within the City of San Marcos planning 
area, summarized in Table 3.8-1. 

Table 3.8-1 
Cortese List Sites within the General Plan Area 

Site Type 
Site 

Count Status 

Leaking Underground Tank 
(LUST) Cleanup Site 

2 Open-Verification Monitoring 
14 Open-Site Assessment 
6 Open-Remediation 

51 Completed-Case Closed 

Other Cleanup Site 

1 Open-Verification Monitoring 
2 Open-Site Assessment 
3 Open-Remediation 
6 Open-Inactive 

33 Completed-Case Closed 
Land Disposal Site 1 Open-Verification Monitoring 

DTSC Cleanup Site 
5 No Further Action 
6 No Action Required 
1 Inactive-Needs Evaluation 

“Superfund” Site 0 N/A 
Source: County of San Diego Department of Environmental Health GEOTRACKER 
Case List 
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The City of San Marcos locally implements the “Disclosure of Hazardous Materials” program as 
administered by the County of San Diego Department of Environmental Health (DEH) Hazardous 
Materials Division (HMD). The purpose of the program is to identify potential users and handlers of 
hazardous materials, as well as provide basic information on the location, type, quantity, and health risk 
of hazardous materials used, stored, and disposed of in the City to assist firefighters, health officials, 
health care providers, planners, elected officials, and residents in meeting their responsibility for the 
health and welfare of the community. 

The HMD provides hazardous emergency response services for hazardous waste generators, medical 
waste management, underground storage, and hazardous materials business plans across the County in 
coordination with San Diego Fire Department and the City authority under a Joint Powers Agreement 
(County of San Diego 2010). 

The City is also served by the DEH’s Hazardous Incident Response Team (DEH-HIRT). The team was 
founded in 1981 and serves all unincorporated San Diego County areas, 18 municipalities including 
San Marcos, 2 military bases, and 5 Indian Reservations. The DEH-HIRT is responsible for assessing the 
risk to public health and safety and the environment, taking the steps to mitigate these hazards, ensuring 
adequate cleanup of the area, and conducting enforcement activities. HIRT provides advice and technical 
support to first responders but does not assume scene-management responsibilities. First responders or an 
appropriate agency maintain full control and authority over the incident as well as retain responsibility for 
release of public information concerning the incident. DEH-HIRT responds jointly with San Marcos Fire 
Department to investigate and mitigate chemically-related emergencies or complaints (County of San 
Diego 2010). 

At the local level, the City has several programs for the documentation of the use, location and 
remediation of businesses and sites using hazardous materials or creating hazardous waste. All building 
permit applicants are required to complete a Hazardous Materials Questionnaire (City of San Marcos 
2011b) that lists the maximum amount of each hazardous substance used over the course of one year, 
proof that required permits have been obtained, and emergency response information has been provided. 
DEH may require additional information on a case-by-case basis (County of San Diego 2010). 
Remediation of contaminated sites is, and will continue to be, required of developers where necessary, to 
protect public health and safety, in accordance with the recommendations of appropriate environmental 
assessments and consistent with all applicable regulations and standards. 

Outside of business users, various household materials become hazardous waste when disposed of 
improperly. These can include common place substances like paint, household cleaners, pool chemical, 
automotive products and pesticides. To prevent household production of hazardous waste, San Marcos 
participates in regional residential disposal programs. Household Hazardous Waste facilities (HHV) 
administered by the County and respective Cities allow and encourage City and County residents to 
dispose of household hazardous waste free of charge. San Marcos residents are allowed to dispose of 
materials at 2 HHV facilities in the area; HHW at 1145 E. Taylor Street, Vista and HHV at 12325 
Crosthwaite Circle, Poway. 
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Restricted materials, hazardous materials and hazardous waste cannot be transported on any public street 
or highway without complying with the Federal EPA and State EPA transportation manifest 
requirements. SR-78 and the Burlington Northern Santa Fe freight line are both corridors that are used for 
the transportation of hazardous materials in the planning area. In addition, there are 9 City-designated 
truck routes which may currently be used for the transportation of hazardous materials. 

• Mission Road from Rancho Santa Fe Road to the eastern City limits 

• South Santa Fe Avenue; from Rancho Santa Fe Road to the western City limits 

• Grand Avenue; from Rancho Santa Fe Road to Las Posas Road. In the future, the truck route will 
extend along the Grand Avenue southerly extension to the future Discovery Street extension. 

• Linda Vista Drive, from Rancho Santa Fe Road to Las Posas Road 

• San Marcos Boulevard; from the western City Limit to Rancho Santa Fe Road, and from Grand 
Avenue to SR-78, and from Twin Oaks Valley Road to Mission Road 

• Rancho Santa Fe Road, from the southern City Limit to Mission Road 

• Las Posas Road, from Linda Vista Drive to Mission Road 

• Twin Oaks Valley Road, from Barham Drive to San Marcos Boulevard 

• Woodland Parkway; from Mission Road to Barham Road 

The transportation of hazardous materials by truck and rail is regulated by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, which establishes criteria for safe handling procedures. In addition, all motor carriers and 
drivers involved in the transportation of hazardous materials must also comply with the requirements of 
additional federal and state regulations, and must apply for and obtain a hazardous materials 
transportation license from the California Highway Patrol. When transporting explosives, inhalation 
hazard, and highway route-controlled quantities of radioactive materials, safe routing and safe stopping-
places are required. The driver is required to display warning placards or markings while hauling 
hazardous materials. 

Airport and Aircraft Hazards 

There are no public or private airports located within City boundaries; however, the McClellan-Palomar 
Airport (Airport) is located approximately 2.5 miles from the planning area’s westernmost boundary, 
within the City of Carlsbad (Figure 3.8-1). One helipad is maintained within the City by the San Diego 
County Sherriff’s Department. 

The McClellan-Palomar Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) considers a majority of San 
Marcos to be in the Airport Influence Area (AIA), in which current or future airport-related noise, 
overflight, safety, or airspace protection factors may significantly affect land uses or necessitate 
restrictions on those uses. (SDCRAA 2010). The McClellan-Palomar AIA is divided into Review Area 1  
 



Figure 3.8-1
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and Review Area 2, and establishes six safety zones for the purpose of evaluating the safety and 
compatibility of land use actions. Review Area 1 consists of locations where noise and/or safety concerns 
may necessitate limitations on the types of land use actions. No portion of the City lies within Review 
Area 1. Review Area 2 consists of locations beyond Review Area 1, but within the airspace protection 
and/or overflight notification areas. Review Area 2 imposes limits only on the heights of structures, 
particularity in areas of high terrain. Review Area 2 encompasses approximately two-thirds of the City, 
including areas north and south of State SR-78 and extends eastward to Interstate 15 (I-15) (SDCRAA 
2010). 

According to the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), nine (9) airplane (non-commercial 
aircrafts) accidents have occurred within the City from 1967 to date (NTSB 2009). No airplane accidents 
have occurred in the City since 1990. Sheriff 

San Diego County Sheriff operates and maintains the Astrea helipad at the San Marcos Sheriff’s Station, 
located at 182 Santar Place. The Astrea helipad is for the exclusive use of the Sheriff’s department, and is 
used to facilitate helicopter emergency response in the City and the region. The California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) Division of Aeronautics regulates the location and operation of the Astrea 
helipad as part of its regulatory authority over the state’s heliports. 

Disasters and Emergency Preparedness 

All urban areas are faced with the possibility of major disasters that threaten life, safety, and property. 
The City participates in County-level plans and operates local-level action plans for the handling of, and 
response to, disaster emergencies. 

San Marcos is included in the County of San Diego’s Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. This 
plan was developed to comply with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and serves as both a countywide 
plan as well as a plan for local jurisdictions that identifies risks posed by natural and human-made 
disasters before a hazard event occurs. Hazards were assessed and mapped on a regional basis. Hazards 
identified for the City of San Marcos include dam failure, earthquakes, flood events, rain-induced 
landslides, and liquefaction. San Diego County identified San Marcos as potentially requiring an 
evacuation due to dam failure, 100 year flood, and tsunami (County 2010). 

Local emergencies are coordinated by the City using a Standard Emergency Management System 
(SEMS). The basic framework of SEMS incorporates the use of the Incident Command System, multi-
agency or inter-agency coordination, the state’s master mutual aid agreement and mutual aid system, the 
operational area concept, and the Operational Area Satellite Information System (San Marcos 2009). The 
City maintains the San Marcos Emergency Plan, an extensive emergency operations plan, which governs 
the operations of the City during a disaster. If necessary, the City can open and staff the City’s Emergency 
Operations Center, located in San Marcos City Hall. In the event of a major emergency, the Emergency 
Operations Center would be used to coordinate resources, assist in mitigating the emergency, and 
properly allocate emergency resources and relief aid. 
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The San Marcos Fire Department maintains the San Marcos Regional Emergency Services Training 
Center providing training opportunities for fire, law enforcement, emergency medical and other related 
emergency service organizations. This state-of-the-art facility prepares the City and affiliated local and 
regional agencies with emergency response and situational-related preparedness (San Marcos 2011). 

In the event of a County-wide emergency, or an emergency drastically impacting the County Department 
of Public Work’s facilities, Division II Headquarters in San Marcos would function as a second-choice 
alternate work station (County 2010). 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 

The Department of Homeland Security urges communities to train and prepare themselves for disasters by 
establishing a Community Emergency Response (CERT) program. CERT educates people about disaster 
preparedness and trains community members in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light 
search and rescue, and disaster medical operations. In the event of a disaster, CERT members can use 
their training to attend to themselves, and their family, neighbors, or coworkers. 

The San Marcos CERT program is administered by the San Marcos Fire Department. Its mission is to 
assist and supplement professional emergency responders during emergencies or unusual events. The City 
Fire Department, in partnership with Palomar Community College, sponsors CERT classes. Graduates of 
the course can apply to become a member of the San Marcos CERT Team. San Marcos CERT Team 
members are issued free CERT equipment kits that include helmets, gloves, goggles, radios, fire 
extinguishers, and other survival equipment. They also attend periodic training refresher sessions and 
participate in rescue drills with the San Marcos Fire Department (San Marcos 2009). 

Existing Evacuation Routes 

Although the City has not established official evacuation routes, there are several main thoroughfares that 
would likely be used as evacuation corridors in the event of an emergency. North-to-south roads that 
should remain relatively open and passable are Twin Oaks Valley Road (away from the SR-78), Las 
Posas Road, S. Rancho Santa Fe Road, Woodland Parkway, and Nordahl Road. Similarly, east-to-west 
roads that should remain relatively open and passable are Mission Road, Barham Drive, Craven Road, W. 
San Marcos Boulevard (away from SR-78), Borden Road, Knob Hill Road, and Montiel Road (Wilson 
Geosciences 2009). Additionally, the San Marcos Fire Department Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP) identifies future fire evacuation routes which include Attebury Road, Attebury Road to Twin 
Oaks Valley Road, Stone Ridge to Discovery Hills, Via Del Corvo to Cuadro Vista and Sleepy Hollow to 
David Glen (SMFD 2007). 

Fire Hazards 

Urban Fires 

The San Marcos Fire Department (SMFD) is the agency responsible for providing fire services for the 
City, including large areas of residential development, commercial/retail centers, office buildings, 
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industrial parks, and educational centers such as California State University San Marcos and Palomar 
Community College. Urban fires in the all communities have the potential to cause significant loss of life 
and property; however, improvements in architecture, building design, construction materials, and 
emergency response reduce the likelihood of catastrophic occurrences. 

Wildland Fires 

The planning area is susceptible to wildland fires that result from the region’s climate, topography and 
vegetation. In addition to these factors, global climate change may affect the frequency and intensity of 
wildfire events. In 2008, the San Diego Foundation published a study on the effects of climate change that 
are anticipated to impact the San Diego Region by 2050 (SDF 2008). The following major impacts were 
predicted: 

• Climate will be hotter and drier; 

• Sea level will be 12–18 inches higher; 

• Water shortages will occur; 

• Wildfires will be more frequent and intense; and 

• Public health will be at risk, especially among the elderly and children. 

The study recommended that through proper planning of transportation, energy, water, and natural 
disaster preparation, risks can be minimized and managed. It further recommended that local governments 
and public agencies create climate action plans that assess current GHG emissions and vulnerabilities, 
adopt GHG reduction targets and measures to meet the targets, plan for adaptation, and continually 
reassess their plans with new knowledge and information. 

Public Resources Code Section 4202-4204 and Government Code Sections 51175-51189 require 
identification of fire hazard severity zones with the state of California. The California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has designated and mapped wildland fire risk zones within the 
City. Fire hazard severity zones are measured qualitatively, based on vegetation, topography, weather, 
crown fire potential (tendency to burn upward into trees and tall brush), and ember production and 
movement within the area of question. Fire hazard severity zones are defined as moderate, high, and very 
high fire hazard severity by CAL FIRE, and a substantial portion of the City is identified as very high fire 
hazard severity zones; see Figure 3.8-2. As a result of this severity ranking, brush management is required 
to be undertaken in these areas where urban development interfaces with open space in order to reduce 
fire fuel loads and reduce potential fire hazard. San Diego County identified San Marcos as potentially 
requiring an evacuation due to Wildfire/Structure Fire with a high risk probability (County 2010). 

In addition to CAL FIRE’s work on wildland fire management, the San Marcos Fire Department (SMFD) 
compiled a comprehensive assessment of wildland fire hazards to develop a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP) and Hazard Risk Analysis (HRA) in collaboration with the Count of San Diego, 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection and the United States Forest Service. The HRA is a  
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community-wide fire protection planning document for the City of San Marcos and unincorporated areas 
of the San Marcos Fire Protection District. The HRA identifies more specific wildland urban interface 
areas referred to as community hazard zones based on community conditions and factors, and prioritize 
for hazardous fuel removal; recommends fire evacuation routes, protects one or more at-risk 
neighborhoods; and identifies the training, public education, and resource needs of local agencies (SMFD 
and Anchor Point 2007). Figure 3.8-3 represents SMFD HRA identified urban wildland interface 
community hazard zones. These community hazard zones represent significantly different fire risk 
information than CALFIRE mapping. 

3.8.2 REGULATORY SETTING 

Federal, state, and local regulations have been enacted to prevent or mitigate damage to public health and 
safety and the environment from the release or threatened release of hazardous substances into the 
workplace or environment, and to protect human health and environmental resources from potential 
existing site contamination. The following provides a general description of the applicable regulatory 
requirements for the planning area, including federal, state, regional, and local guidelines. 

Federal Regulations 

Chemical Accident Prevention Provisions 

The provisions listed under Part 68 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) set forth the list of 
regulated substances and thresholds, the petition process for adding or deleting substances to the list of 
regulated substances, the requirements for owners or operators of stationary sources concerning the 
prevention of accidental releases, and the state accidental release prevention programs approved under 
Section 112(r). The CalARP Program, described below, is the state adaptation of this federal regulation. 
The list of federally regulated substances and federally regulated flammable substances and their 
threshold quantities can be accessed online from the California Office of Emergency Services’ website 
(http://www.oes.ca.gov). 

Clean Air Act 

The federal Clean Air Act (CAA) was enacted in 1970. The most recent major amendments made by 
Congress were in 1990. The CAA required EPA to establish primary and secondary national ambient air 
quality standards. Section 112 of the CAA defines hazardous air pollutants and sets threshold limits. 
Additional information about the CAA is contained in Section 3.3, “Air Quality.” 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) 

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), commonly 
known as Superfund, was enacted by Congress on December 11, 1980. This law created a tax on the 
chemical and petroleum industries and provided broad federal authority to respond directly to releases or 
threatened releases of hazardous substances that may endanger public health or the environment.  
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CERCLA established prohibitions and requirements concerning closed and abandoned hazardous waste 
sites, provided for liability of persons responsible for releases of hazardous waste at these sites, and 
established a trust fund to provide for cleanup when no responsible party could be identified. No 
Superfund sites exist in the planning area. 

Emergency Planning Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) 

The Emergency Planning Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) was included under the Superfund 
Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) law and is commonly referred to as SARA Title III. 
EPCRA was passed in response to concerns regarding the environmental and safety hazards posed by the 
storage and handling of toxic chemicals. EPCRA establishes requirements for federal, state, and local 
governments, Indian Tribes, and industry regarding emergency planning and Community Right-to-Know 
reporting on hazardous and toxic chemicals. SARA Title III requires states and local emergency planning 
groups to develop community emergency response plans for protection from a list of Extremely 
Hazardous Substances (40 CFR 355 Appendix B). The Community Right-to-Know provisions help 
increase the public’s knowledge of and access to information on chemicals at individual facilities, their 
uses, and their release into the environment. 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Functions 

The FAA has primary responsibility for the safety of civil aviation. The FAA‘s major functions related to 
hazards include: 

• Developing and operating a common system of air traffic control and navigation for both civil 
and military aircraft; 

• Developing and implementing programs to control aircraft noise and other environmental effects 
of civil aviation; 

• Regulating U.S. commercial space transportation; and 

• Conducting reviews to determine that the safety of persons and property on the ground are 
protected. 

Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR), Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration 

The FAA imposes height restrictions in order to prevent obstructions to navigable airspace to protect 
flights and surrounding structures. In certain cases, the FAA should be notified of proposed development 
pursuant to Section 77.11 of FAR. The notification of proposed development enables the FAA to provide 
a basis for: 

• Evaluating the effect of the construction or alteration on operational procedures and proposed 
operational procedures; 
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• Determinations of the possible hazardous effect of the proposed construction or alteration of air 
navigation; 

• Recommendations for identifying the construction or alteration in accordance with current FAA 
Advisory Circular AC 70/7460-1K dated August 1, 2000, Obstruction Marking and Lighting; 

• Determining other appropriate measures to be applied for continued safety of air navigation; and 

• Charting and other notification to airmen of the construction or alteration. 

Certain projects that may affect public and military airports require notification to the FAA. Individual 
jurisdictions can request an FAA evaluation of proposed development when certain features appear to be 
potentially hazardous. 

Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 

The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 provided a new set of mitigation plan requirements for state and 
local jurisdictions to coordinate disaster mitigation planning and implementation. States are encouraged to 
complete a “Standard” or an “Enhanced” Natural Mitigation Plan. “Enhanced” plans demonstrate 
increased coordination of mitigation activities at the state level, and, if completed and approved, will 
increase the amount of funding through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. California’s updated State 
Hazard Mitigation Plan was adopted in October, 2010, and approved by FEMA Region IX on October 6, 
2010. The City of San Marcos is one of the communities covered by the County of San Diego Multi-
jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, which is a countywide plan that identifies risks posed by natural 
and human-made disasters (County 2010). 

Federal Response Plan 

The Federal Response Plan of 1999 is a signed agreement among 27 federal departments and agencies, 
including the American Red Cross, that (1) provides the mechanism for coordinating delivery of federal 
assistance and resources to augment efforts of state and local governments overwhelmed by a major 
disaster or emergency; (2) supports implementation of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Act, as well as individual agency statutory authorities; and (3) supplements other federal 
emergency operations plans developed to address specific hazards. The Federal Response Plan is 
implemented in anticipation of a significant event likely to result in a need for federal assistance or in 
response to an actual event requiring federal assistance under a Presidential declaration of a major disaster 
or emergency. 

Hazardous Materials Transport 

The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) regulates transportation of hazardous materials 
between states. State agencies with primary responsibility for enforcing federal and state regulations and 
responding to hazardous materials transportation emergencies are California Highway Patrol (CHP) and 
the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). Together, these agencies determine container 
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types used and license hazardous waste haulers for transportation of hazardous waste on public roads, 
including explosives that may be used for blasting. 

International Fire Code 

The International Fire Code (IFC), created by the International Code Council, is the primary means for 
authorizing and enforcing procedures and mechanisms to ensure the safe handling and storage of any 
substance that may pose a threat to public health and safety. The IFC regulates the use, handling, and 
storage requirements for hazardous materials at fixed facilities. The IFC and the International Building 
Code (IBC) use a hazard classification system to determine what protective measures are required to for 
fire and life safety. These measures may include construction standards, separations from property lines, 
and specialized equipment. To ensure that these safety measures are met, the IFC employs a permit 
system based on hazard classification. The IFC is updated every 3 years. 

National Fire Plan 

The Department of the Interior’s National Fire Plan is intended to ensure an appropriate federal response 
to severe wildland fires, reduce fire impacts to rural communities, and ensure sufficient firefighting 
capacity in the future. The Rural Fire Assistance program is funded to enhance the fire protection 
capabilities of rural fire districts and safe and effective fire suppression in the wildland/urban interface. 
The program promotes close coordination among local, state, tribal, and federal firefighting resources by 
conducting training, equipment purchase, and prevention activities on a cost-shared basis. 

Regulation of Polychlorinated Biphenyls and Lead-Based Paint 

The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) of 1976 (Title 15 of the U.S. Code [USC], Section 2605) 
banned the manufacture, processing, distribution, and use of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in totally 
enclosed systems. PCBs are considered hazardous materials because of their toxicity. They have been 
shown to cause cancer in animals, along with effects on the immune, reproductive, nervous, and 
endocrine systems, and studies have shown evidence of similar effects in humans. 

The EPA Region 9 PCB Program regulates remediation of PCBs in several states, including California. 
Title 40 of the CFR, Section 761.30(a)(1)(vi)(A) states that all owners of electrical transformers 
containing PCBs must register their transformers with EPA. Specified electrical equipment manufactured 
between July 1, 1978, and July 1, 1998, that does not contain PCBs must be marked by the manufacturer 
with the statement “No PCBs” (Section 761.40[g]). Transformers and other items manufactured before 
July 1, 1978, and containing PCBs, must be marked as such. 

The Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992 amended TSCA to include Title IV, 
Lead Exposure Reduction. EPA regulates renovation activities that could create lead-based paint hazards 
in target housing and child-occupied facilities, and has established standards for lead-based paint hazards 
and lead dust cleanup levels in most pre-1978 housing and child-occupied facilities. 
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Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976: amended by the Hazardous 
and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) establishes a framework for national programs to 
achieve environmentally sound management of both hazardous and non-hazardous wastes. RCRA was 
designed to protect human health and the environment, reduce/eliminate the generation of hazardous 
waste, establish standards for transporters of hazardous waste, and conserve energy and natural resources. 
RCRA also promotes resource recovery techniques. The Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 
1984 (HSWA) both expanded the scope of RCRA and increased the level of detail in many of its 
provisions. The Hazardous Waste Management subchapter of the RCRA deals with a variety of issues 
regarding the management of hazardous materials, including the export of hazardous waste, state 
programs, inspections of hazardous waste disposal facilities, enforcement, and the identification and 
listing of hazardous waste. DTSC is responsible for implementing the RCRA program as well as 
California’s own hazardous waste laws, which are collectively known as the Hazardous Waste Control 
Law. Under the CUPA program, Cal/EPA has, in turn, delegated enforcement authority to the County of 
San Diego for state law regulating hazardous waste producers or generators. The County of San Diego is 
the designated CUPA for all local jurisdictions within the San Diego region, including San Marcos. 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 93-288), as 
amended, (42 U.S.C. Sections 5121–5206), and Related Authorities 

CFR Sections 206.31–206.48 provide the statutory framework for a presidential declaration of an 
emergency or a declaration of a major disaster. Such declarations open the way for a wide range of 
federal resources to be made available to assist in dealing with an emergency or major disaster. The 
Stafford Act structure for the declaration process reflects the fact that federal resources under this act 
supplement state and local resources for disaster relief and recovery. Except in the case of an emergency 
involving a subject area that is exclusively or preeminently in the federal purview, the governor of an 
affected state (or acting governor if the governor is not available) must request such a declaration by the 
president. 

U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) Air Installations Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) 
Program 

Safety compatibility criteria for military air bases are set forth through the AICUZ Program administered 
by the DOD. This program applies to military air installations located within the United States, its 
territories, trusts, and possessions. The AICUZ Program has the following four purposes: (1) to set forth 
DOD policy on achieving compatible use of public and private lands in the vicinity of military airfields; 
(2) to define height and land use compatibility restrictions; (3) to define procedures by which AICUZ may 
be defined; and (4) to provide policy on the extent of government interest in real property within these 
zones that may be retained or acquired to protect the operational capability of active military airfields. 
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USEPA Region 9 Regional Screening Levels 

Region 9 is the Pacific Southwest Division of USEPA, which includes California. Regional Screening 
Levels (RSLs) are tools for evaluating and cleaning up contaminated sites. RSLs for the 
Superfund/RCRA programs are concentrations of hazardous constituents that are considered to be 
protective for humans (including sensitive groups) over a lifetime, because they are derived from 
standardized equations combining conservative exposure information assumptions with USEPA toxicity 
data. However, RSLs do not address nonhuman health issues such as ecological impacts. Region 9’s 
RSLS are agency guidelines and are not legally enforceable standards. 

RSLs are risk-based tools for evaluating contaminated sites (USEPA 2000). They are intended to 
streamline and standardize all stages of the risk decision-making process. 

RSL values combine current USEPA toxicity values with "standard" or default exposure factors in 
standard exposure pathways (e.g., ingestion, inhalation, and dermal contact) to estimate contaminant 
concentrations in environmental media (soil, air, and water) that are considered health protective of 
humans, including sensitive groups, over a lifetime. 

Chemical concentrations greater than these RSL values would not automatically designate a site as "dirty" 
or trigger a response action. However, exceeding the RSL values does imply that further evaluation of the 
potential risks that may be posed by site contaminants is appropriate. 

Further evaluation may include additional sampling, consideration of ambient levels in the environment, 
or a reassessment of the assumptions contained in these screening-level estimates (e.g., appropriateness 
using chronic toxicity values to evaluate childhood exposures, appropriateness of generic exposure factors 
for a specific site, etc.). 

When considering RSLs as preliminary screening values, residential concentrations (RSLr) are 
recommended for maximum beneficial uses of the property and as a first step in evaluating potential 
adverse impacts of detected concentrations of chemicals in the matrices sampled on-site. Industrial 
concentrations (RSLi) are suggested as screening values for soils on properties historically used for 
industrial purposes, for which the intended future use of the property is commercial and/or industrial, and 
for which a deed-restriction limiting future use of the property to industrial is acceptable. 

Worker Safety Requirements 

OSHA is responsible at the federal level for ensuring worker safety. OSHA sets federal standards for 
implementation of workplace training, exposure limits, and safety procedures for the handling of 
hazardous substances (as well as other hazards). OSHA also establishes criteria by which each state can 
implement its own health and safety program. 
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State Regulations 

The state regulations that govern hazardous materials are equal to or more stringent than federal 
regulations. California has been granted primary oversight responsibility by EPA to administer and 
enforce hazardous waste management programs. State regulations have detailed planning and 
management requirements to ensure that hazardous wastes are handled, stored, and disposed of properly 
to reduce risks to human health and the environment. Several key state laws pertaining to hazardous 
wastes are discussed below. In addition, DTSC, the SWRCB, and the Integrated Waste Management Act 
also regulate the generation of hazardous materials, also described below. 

California Education Code (CEC) 

The CEC establishes the law for California public education. The CEC requires that DTSC be involved in 
the environmental review process for the proposed acquisition and/or construction of school properties 
that will use state funding. The CEC requires that a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment be completed 
prior to acquiring a school site or engaging in a construction project. Depending on the outcome of the 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, a Phase II Environmental Assessment, including the collection 
and submittal of samples for analysis may be warranted. Depending upon the results of the Phase II ESA 
and most usually a human health risk assessment, remediation may be necessary. The CEC also requires 
potential, future school sites that are proposed within 2 miles of an airport to be reviewed by the Caltrans 
Division of Aeronautics. If Caltrans does not support the proposed site, no state or local funds can be used 
to acquire the site or construct the school. 

California Emergency Services Act 

The California Emergency Services Act provides the basic authority for conducting emergency operations 
following a proclamation of emergency by the governor and/or appropriate local authorities. Local 
government and district emergency plans are considered to be extensions of the California Emergency 
Plan, established in accordance with the Emergency Services Act. 

California Fire Code (CFC) 

The CFC is Chapter 9 of CCR Title 24. It is created by the California Building Standards Commission 
and it is based on the IFC created by the International Code Council. It is the primary means for 
authorizing and enforcing procedures and mechanisms to ensure the safe handling and storage of any 
substance that may pose a threat to public health and safety. The CFC regulates the use, handling, and 
storage requirements for hazardous materials at fixed facilities. The CFC and the CBC use a hazard 
classification system to determine what protective measures are required to protect fire and life safety. 
These measures may include construction standards, separations from property lines, and specialized 
equipment. To ensure that these safety measures are met, the CFC employs a permit system based on 
hazard classification. The CFC is updated every 3 years. The California Fire Code, published by the 
California Building Standards Commission, 2010 Edition, including Appendix Chapters 4, Appendix B, 
BB, I and H inclusive, and the National Fire Protection Association Standards 13, 13-D, and 13-R, are 



3.8 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
 

 
San Marcos General Plan EIR 3.8-18 November 2011 

adopted by reference as the Chapter 17.64–California Fire Code for the San Marcos Fire Department, 
subject to the deletions, modifications, or amendments set forth in Chapter 17.64. 

California Health and Safety Code (H&SC), Hazardous Materials Release Response 
Plans and Inventory 

Two programs found in the California H&SC Chapter 6.95 are directly applicable to the CEQA issue of 
risk due to hazardous substance release. In San Diego County, these two programs are referred to as the 
HMBP program and the CalARP program. DEH is responsible for the implementation of the HMBP 
program and the CalARP program in San Diego County. The HMBP and CalARP programs provide 
threshold quantities for regulated hazardous substances. When the indicated quantities are exceeded, an 
HMBP or Risk Management Plan (RMP) is required pursuant to the regulation. Congress requires 
USEPA Region 9 to make RMP information available to the public through the USEPA’s Envirofacts 
Data Warehouse. The Envirofacts Data Warehouse is considered the single point of access to select 
USEPA environmental data. 

California Health and Safety Code Section 25270, Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act 

The Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act requires registration and spill prevention programs for ASTs 
that store petroleum. In some cases, ASTs for petroleum may be subject to groundwater monitoring 
programs that are implemented by the RWQCBs and the SWRCB. 

California Human Health Screening Levels 

The California Human Health Screening Levels (CHHSLs) were developed as a tool to assist in the 
evaluation of contaminated sites for potential adverse threats to human health. Preparation of the 
CHHSLS was required by the California Land Environmental Restoration and Reuse Act of 2001 (CEPA 
2005). 

The CHHSLs are concentrations of 54 hazardous chemicals in soil or soil gas the Cal/EPA considers to be 
below thresholds of concern for risks to human health. The CHHSLs were developed by the Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), an agency under the umbrella of Cal/EPA, and are 
contained in its report entitled Human-Exposure-Based Screening Numbers Developed to Aid Estimation 
of Cleanup Costs for Contaminated Soil (CEPA 2004). The thresholds of concern used to develop the 
CHHSLs are an excess lifetime cancer risk of 1 in 1 million and a hazard quotient of 1.0 for noncancer 
health effects. The CHHSLs were developed using standard exposure assumptions and chemical toxicity 
values published by USEPA and Cal/EPA. The CHHSLs can be used to screen sites for potential human 
health concerns where releases of hazardous chemicals to soils have occurred. Under most circumstances, 
the presence of a chemical in soil, soil gas, or indoor air at concentrations below the corresponding 
CHHSLs can be assumed to not pose a significant health risk to people who may live (residential 
CHHSLs) or work (commercial/industrial CHHSLs) at the site. 
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California Integrated Waste Management Act 

This act requires the development and implementation of household hazardous waste disposal plans. The 
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), formerly the California Integrated 
Waste Management Board, oversees compliance with this act and enforces operational plans for solid 
waste facilities. 

California OSHA 

California OSHA (Cal-OSHA) assumes primary responsibility for developing and enforcing workplace 
safety regulations within California. Cal-OSHA regulations pertaining to the use of hazardous materials in 
the workplace (Title 8 of the CCR) include requirements for safety training, availability of safety 
equipment, accident and illness prevention programs, hazardous substance exposure warnings, and 
preparation of emergency action and fire prevention plans. Cal-OSHA enforces hazard communication 
program regulations that contain training and information requirements, including procedures for 
identifying and labeling hazardous substances, communicating hazard information related to hazardous 
substances and their handling, and preparation of health and safety plans to protect workers and 
employees at hazardous waste sites. The hazard communication program requires that employers make 
Material Safety Data Sheets available to employees and document employee information and training 
programs. 

Emergency Response to Hazardous Materials Incidents 

California has developed an emergency response plan to coordinate emergency services provided by 
federal, state, and local governments and private agencies. Response to hazardous material incidents is 
one part of this plan. The plan is managed by the California Emergency Management Agency, which 
coordinates the responses of other agencies, including the California Environmental Protection Agency 
(Cal/EPA), CHP, CDFG, and RWQCB. 

Emergency Services Act 

Under the Emergency Services Act (California Government Code Section 8850 et seq.), the state 
developed an emergency response plan to coordinate emergency services provided by federal, state, and 
local agencies. Quick response to incidents involving hazardous materials or hazardous waste is a key 
element of this plan. The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services administers the plan, coordinating the 
responses of other agencies, including EPA, CHP, RWQCBs, air quality management districts, and 
county disaster response offices. 

Government Code Section 65962.5 (Cortese List) 

The provisions of Government Code Section 65962.5 are commonly referred to as the “Cortese List” 
(after the Legislator who authored the legislation that enacted it). The Cortese List is a planning document 
used by the state and local agencies to provide information about hazardous materials release sites. 
Government Code Section 65962.5 requires Cal/EPA to develop an updated Cortese List annually, at 
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minimum. DTSC is responsible for a portion of the information contained in the Cortese List. Other 
California state and local government agencies are required to provide additional hazardous material 
release information for the Cortese List. 

Hazardous Materials Handling 

The California Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Law of 1985 (Business Plan 
Act) requires preparation of hazardous materials business plans and disclosure of hazardous materials 
inventories. A business plan includes an inventory of hazardous materials handled, facility floor plans 
showing where hazardous materials are stored, an emergency response plan, and provisions for employee 
training in safety and emergency response procedures (California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, 
Chapter 6.95, Article 1). Statewide, DTSC has primary regulatory responsibility for management of 
hazardous materials, with delegation of authority to local jurisdictions that enter into agreements with the 
State of California. Local agencies, including the County San Diego Environmental Health Department, 
administer these laws and regulations. Sections 12101 through 12103 of the California Health and Safety 
Code require that permits be obtained by those manufacturing, transporting, possessing, or using 
explosives, and endorsed by the jurisdiction(s) in which the transportation or use would occur. 

Hazardous Waste Control Act 

The Hazardous Waste Control Act is implemented by regulations contained in CCR Title 26 that describe 
requirements for the proper management of hazardous wastes. The act created the state hazardous waste 
management program, which is similar to but more stringent than the federal RCRA program. The 
program includes hazardous waste criteria for: 

• identification and classification; 

• generation and transportation; 

• design and permitting of recycling, treatment, storage, and disposal facilities; 

• treatment standards; 

• operation of facilities and staff training; and 

• closure of facilities and liability requirements. 

The Hazardous Waste Control Act and Title 26 regulations list more than 800 potentially hazardous 
materials and establish criteria for identifying, packaging, and disposing of such wastes. Under these 
regulations, the generator of hazardous waste material must complete a manifest that accompanies the 
material from the point of generation to transportation to the ultimate disposal location, with copies of the 
manifest filed with DTSC. 

Underground Storage Tank Program 

The California Department of Public Health (DPH) (formerly the California Department of Health 
Services) and the SWRCB list hazardous sites of USTs listed for remedial action because of unauthorized 
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release of toxic substances. Leak prevention, cleanup, enforcement, and tank testing certification are the 
elements of the UST Program, which is administered by the SWRCB. 

Unified Program 

Cal/EPA grants to qualifying local agencies oversight and permitting responsibility for certain state 
programs pertaining to hazardous waste and hazardous materials. This is achieved through the Unified 
Program, created by state legislation in 1993 to consolidate, coordinate, and make consistent the 
administrative requirements, permits, inspections, and enforcement activities for the following emergency 
and management programs: 

• Hazardous materials release response plans and inventories (business plans); 

• California Accidental Release Prevention Program (CalARP); 

• UST Program; 

• Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act Requirements for Spill Prevention, Control and 
Countermeasure plans; 

• Hazardous Waste Generator and On-site Hazardous Waste Treatment (tiered permitting) 
Programs; and 

• California Uniform Fire Code: Hazardous material management plans and hazardous material 
inventory statements. 

Local Plans and Policies 

Airport Land Use Commission and Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans 

In each county containing a public use airport, an Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) is required to 
assist local agencies in ensuring compatible land uses in the vicinity of existing or proposed airports; to 
coordinate planning at state, regional, and local levels; to prepare and adopt an airport land use plan as 
required by Public Resources Code Section 21675; to review plans or regulations submitted by local 
agencies; and to review and make recommendations regarding the land uses, building heights, and other 
issues relating to air navigation safety and promotion of air commerce. The San Diego County Regional 
Airport Authority is the ALUC for the San Diego region. It is responsible for the preparation of 
comprehensive land use plans (CLUPs) for the civilian airports. The military airports are exempt from the 
state’s requirements for a CLUP, although the Department of Defense agreed to the development of a 
CLUP for Marine Corps Air Station Miramar (formerly Naval Air Station Miramar). Local jurisdictions 
are responsible for land use control around the airports. The closest airport to San Marcos is the 
McClellan-Palomar Airport which operates under its own Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan 
(ALUCP). According to the ALUCP, a majority of the planning area is located within the McClellan-
Palomar AIA. 
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County of San Diego Consolidated Fire Code 

The San Diego region is unique within California in having 17 fire protection districts within its 
boundaries. For the purposes of prescribing regulations in the unincorporated area of San Diego County, 
the applicable fire code is known as the County Fire Code and includes the Consolidated Fire Code and 
adopts, by reference, the most current version of the California Fire Code, (CCR T-24 part 9). The 
Consolidated Fire Code consists of local Fire Protection District ordinances that have modified the Fire 
Code portion of the State Building Standards Code and any County of San Diego modification to the Fire 
Districts’ amendments. The purpose of the Code is for the protection of the public health and safety, 
which includes permit and inspection requirements for the installation, alteration, or repair of new and 
existing fire protection systems, and penalties for violations of the Code. The Code provides the minimum 
requirements for access, water supply and distribution, construction type, fire protection systems, and 
vegetation management. Additionally, the Fire Code regulates hazardous materials and associated 
measures to ensure that public health and safety are protected from incidents relating to hazardous 
substance releases. 

County of San Diego Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 

To comply with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, the County of San Diego prepared the Multi-
jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The plan serves as both a county-wide plan and a plan for local 
jurisdictions that identifies risks posed by natural and human-made disasters before a hazard event occurs 
(County 2010). The plan includes overall goals and objectives shared by many jurisdictions, as well as 
specific goals, objectives, and mitigation action items for each of the participating jurisdictions developed 
to help minimize the effects of the specified hazards that potentially affect their jurisdiction. Goals, 
objectives, and action items for the City of San Marcos are included. 

San Diego County, Local Enforcement Agency 

The Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) is the lead agency required to investigate and inspect active, 
closed, illegal, and abandoned waste disposal sites in the unincorporated County of San Diego and 
incorporated cities, with the exception of the City of San Diego. The LEA is responsible for inspection 
and permitting of active solid waste disposal sites as a certification responsibility required by the 
California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) and pursuant to its enforcement 
responsibilities of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 27, Environmental Division 2, Solid 
Waste Standards relating to the protection of public health, safety, and the environment. The LEA, in 
coordination with the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and CIWMB, can review work 
plans and site assessment reports, and issue no further action letters related to the remediation of burn 
dump sites. 

San Diego County Site Assessment and Mitigation (SAM) Program 

San Diego County Site Assessment and Mitigation (SAM) Program, within the Land and Water Quality 
Division of the DEH, consists of project managers, field technicians, supervisors, and support staff whose 
primary purpose is to protect human health, water resources, and the environment within San Diego 
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County by providing oversight of assessments and cleanups in accordance with the California Health and 
Safety Code (H&SC) and the CCR. SAM’s Voluntary Assistance Program (VAP) also provides staff 
consultation, project oversight, and technical or environmental report evaluation and concurrence (when 
appropriate) on projects pertaining to properties contaminated with hazardous substances. SAM maintains 
an environmental assessment case listing at http://www.co.sandiego.ca.us/deh/lwq/sam/index.html. 

County of San Diego, Underground Storage Tank Program 

The DEH HMD Underground Storage Tank (UST) Program administers and enforces federal and state 
laws and regulations and local ordinances for the construction/installation, modification, upgrade, and 
removal of USTs in San Diego County. If contamination is discovered or likely to be present, owners or 
operators of USTs are required by law to report the contamination to the DEH HMD and SAM Programs 
and to take corrective action. 

Voluntary Assistance Program (VAP) 

The DEH VAP is a voluntary option for project oversight on various types of properties that are 
environmentally impacted. Through the VAP, members of the SAM team at the DEH provide 
consultation and overview, and report concurrence on projects involving properties suspected or known to 
be contaminated with hazardous substances. The SAM utilizes current guidelines and policies of the DEH 
and RWQCB to reach site assessment and cleanup goals at sites under the VAP. Assistance is customized 
to meet the needs of the applicant. The objective of the VAP is to allow rapid and cost-effective 
resolution of contamination problems. Examples of projects that have been processed through the VAP 
include conversion of a property from agricultural to residential land use, conversion of a gas station 
property to a retail facility, a release of solvent from a dry cleaners, review of work plans prior to 
initiating work, and review of assessment and mitigation reports for lenders. The most commonly 
submitted documents are work plans, Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) reports, Phase II 
ESA reports, and health risk evaluations. 

San Marcos Fire Department Hazard Risk Analysis (HRA) and Wildland Urban Interface 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 

The CWPP, adopted in December 2007, was developed by the San Marcos Fire Department with 
guidance from the County of San Diego, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection and the 
United States forest Service. The CWPP supplements San Diego County, Department of Planning and 
Land use documents. Supplemental to the CWPP, the SMFD published the HRA for internal City use, 
incorporating new and existing information relating to wildfire risk within the City to better quantify true 
risk and management needs (SMFD 2007). The HRA quantifies, clarifies and manages the wildland urban 
interface (WUI) responsibility and meets the requirements of the federal Healthy Forests Restoration Act 
(HFRA) of 2003 for community fire planning (SMFD and Anchor Point 2007). The SMFD has four fire 
stations with 22 fire suppression personnel on duty each day. The SMFD has received an Insurance 
Services Office rating of 2. 
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City of San Marcos, Ordinance 2003-1216 

The City Ordinance 2003-1216 amends Chapter 17.64 of the Municipal Code to adopt the most recent 
version of the California Fire Code. Concurrently, this ordinance requires all buildings or structures to 
provide and maintain an effective fuel modification zone of 150 feet. 

3.8.3 THRESHOLDS FOR DETERMINING SIGNIFICANCE 

The impact of the proposed project related to hazards and hazardous materials would be considered 
significant if it would exceed the following thresholds of significance, in accordance with Appendix G of 
the CEQA Guidelines: 

• Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials; 

• Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment; 

• Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or 
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school; 

• Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment; 

• For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the project area; 

• For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project area; 

• Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan; or 

• Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed 
with wildland areas. 

3.8.4 ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

This analysis considers the range and nature of foreseeable hazardous materials use, storage, and disposal 
resulting from implementation of the proposed project, and identifies the primary ways that these 
hazardous materials could expose individuals or the environment to health and safety risks. As discussed 
in Section 3.8.2, compliance with applicable federal, state, regional, and local health and safety laws and 
regulations by residents and businesses in the City is intended to protect the health and safety of the 
public. State and local agencies are required to enforce applicable requirements. In determining the level 
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of significance, this analysis assumes that infill development and redevelopment under the proposed 
project would comply with relevant federal, state, regional, and local ordinances and regulations. 

Consistent with state law, the range and types of uses accommodated under the General Plan are 
identified only in general terms. Specific types of businesses that will occur in commercial and mixed-use 
land use designations are unknown, for example, as well as whether they would generate or use hazardous 
materials. Businesses such as gasoline service stations and dry cleaners are some of the most common 
retail operations that typically use hazardous materials—motor fuels and solvents, respectively—but other 
possible commercial and industrial uses could potentially use a range of oils and lubricants, solvents, 
fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides, and other chemicals and materials in liquid, solid, or gas form. 
Future development in San Marcos could involve a variety of land uses, including residences, commercial 
uses, industrial uses, community uses, office space, and public services facilities—i.e., educational and 
institutional uses. As a result, this analysis assumes and evaluates a broad range of potential uses that 
could entail the handling of hazardous materials, and a broad range of potential hazardous materials that 
could be used. 

This analysis is limited to a qualitative evaluation of impacts associated with the potential presence of 
hazardous materials or hazards in the planning area, and an evaluation of the extent to which the General 
Plan would allow industrial uses and other uses that commonly employ or generate hazardous materials or 
waste in their production processes. A preliminary review of environmental risk databases was conducted, 
but this analysis did not include any sampling, site-specific review, laboratory analysis, or inspection of 
buildings or site surfaces. Site-specific investigation for projects developed under the proposed project 
will be required to address hazardous materials conditions. For example, Phase I environmental site 
assessments would be required for specific projects pursuant to California Government Code Section 
65962.5, and if this assessment indicates the presence or likely presence of contamination, Phase II 
soil/groundwater testing and remediation could be required before development on a site-specific basis. 

Routine Use, Transportation, Disposal, and Release of Hazardous Materials 

Use of Hazardous Materials 

Industrial land uses that typically use, handle, produce and transport hazardous materials, are not 
anticipated to expand significantly under the proposed project. Proposed revisions to land use 
designations may reduce the acreage of industrial use areas in the City of San Marcos. Of this formerly 
industrial acreage, some area is proposed for redesignation as Business Park land use, the occupants of 
which are generally less-intensive hazardous materials users and producers than traditional industrial-only 
uses. This further reduces the opportunity and volume of hazardous materials generators and users. 

Mixed Use 3 and Mixed Use 4 land uses are proposed by the project, in some instances replacing 
traditional industrial areas with less-intense users. Mixed Use land uses may still include industrial users 
and producers; however, the opportunity for industrial expansion of large-scale activities and hazardous 
materials user/produces would be reduced. Development of new small-quantity user/producers, such as 
commercial businesses, is anticipated under the proposed project. These businesses would be subject to 
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existing regulations and are not expected to produce a significant increase of hazardous materials or waste 
within the planning area. 

Reduction in overall industrial acreage, and thus the opportunity for large scale hazardous materials-
related businesses, would result in a reduction in general hazards for the City of San Marcos. Large-scale 
users are likely to be redeveloped, under the proposed project and, with a greater number of smaller-scale 
hazardous material users/waste producers. These businesses will continue to be registered and regulated 
under local, state and federal laws. 

Currently, typical producers of large quantities of hazardous waste, such as industrial manufacturing and 
processing uses, hospitals, as well as commercial business small-quantity producers, occur within the 
planning area. These producers include manufacturers, dairy activities, automotive repair, gas stations, 
photograph processing, dry cleaners, printing companies, manufacturers, health care providers, and 
educational facilities. Pursuant to federal law, all such generators must register with the USEPA and the 
local jurisdiction, the City of San Marcos and DEH HMD, for record-keeping and recording. Existing 
users/producers have been subject to permitting, registration and disclosure regulations of City and state 
codes. 

The Safety Element of the proposed General Plan includes policies to continue current regulation and 
support the safe handling, transport and disposal of hazardous materials. These policies include 
assessment of known or suspected contamination sites prior to reuse/redevelopment; land uses using 
hazardous materials are sited appropriately to protect schools, hospitals, day care centers and residential 
neighborhoods; and avoid locating sensitive uses near established hazardous material users. 

Based on the existing regulatory setting at multiple levels discussed above, and the policies of the 
proposed General Plan that will continue this regulation, no impacts are expected, and no mitigation is 
required. 

Transportation of Hazardous Materials 

Highway and Rail Line 

The existing Burlington Northern Santa Fe freight rail line and SR-78 traverse San Marcos in a generally 
north west to south east direction. These corridors are utilized for transport of hazardous materials 
through the planning area. In general, property adjacent to these corridors is almost entirely developed; 
developments anticipated along this corridor under the proposed project will primarily involve infill or 
redevelopment of existing uses. The proposed project contains limited increase in residential uses 
adjacent to these routes; increase in residential uses is constrained to units associated with Mixed Use 1 
development along Rancho Santa Fe Road. Undeveloped rail road and highway adjacent properties are 
slated for either no change to existing land use designations or reassignment to mixed use designations. 

Transition of uses along this corridor from primarily industrial to interspersed industrial and mixed use 
land uses would likely result in the decrease of potential larger industrial users, replaced by an increase in 
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individual businesses in a mixed use setting. Mixed use land uses are generally less-intense hazardous 
material user/producers which would potentially reduce risks related to hazardous materials. This form of 
development generally has a higher utilization of land area, potentially increasing the concentration of on-
site employees and thus local and SR-78 corridor traffic. 

However, mixed use land uses centralize buildings, and this centralization usually requires the 
development or improvement of internal and adjacent roadways. The addition of local roadways would 
improve local area circulation and evacuation capabilities in the event of a hazardous materials event. 
Proposed revisions of the current transportation corridor-adjacent land uses from primarily industrial to 
inter-mixed industrial, commercial and mixed use land uses would likely reduce the concentration and use 
of hazardous materials in the area while also increasing employee population. These opposite impacts are 
balanced by introduction of additional local circulation routes, which would allow for rapid evacuation of 
the population in the event of an incident. 

The Safety Element of the proposed General Plan includes policies to reduce exposure of sensitive land 
uses to hazardous material users and continues the current regulatory setting for hazardous materials. 
Land use strategies identified in the Land Use and Community Design Element reduce the potential 
presence of hazardous materials along the transportation corridors by reducing the potential for large-
scale industrial users in the immediate vicinity. Transport of hazardous materials along SR-78 and local 
City of San Marcos roads will continue to be regulated by the US Department of Transportation and 
enforced by California Highway Patrol. Proposed project policies would not cumulatively increase the 
risks of use or transportation of hazardous materials. At this program level EIR, impacts would be less 
than significant. 

Truck Routes 

Currently the City maintains 11 designated truck routes: 

• Mission Road from Rancho Santa Fe Road to the eastern City limits 

• South Santa Fe Avenue; from Rancho Santa Fe Road to the western City limits 

• Grand Avenue; from Rancho Santa Fe Road to Las Posas Road (In the future, the truck route will 
extend along the Grand Avenue southerly extension to the future Discovery Street extension) 

• Linda Vista Drive, from Rancho Santa Fe Road to Las Posas Road 

• San Marcos Boulevard; from the western City Limit to Rancho Santa Fe Road, and from Grand 
Avenue to SR-78, and from Twin Oaks Valley Road to Mission Road 

• Barham Drive, from the future Discovery Street extension at Twin Oaks Valley Road to the 
eastern City Limit 

• Rancho Santa Fe Road, from the southern City Limit to Mission Road 

• Las Posas Road, from Linda Vista Drive to Mission Road 

• Twin Oaks Valley Road, from Barham Drive to San Marcos Boulevard 

• Woodland Parkway; from Mission Road to Barham Road 

• The future Discovery Street extension; from Grand Avenue to Twin Oaks Valley Road 
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Truck routes are subject to public hearings and consideration by the Traffic Safety Commission and City 
Council prior to their adoption. The General Plan identifies 2 additional road segments as future truck 
routes: 

• The future Discovery Street extension; from Grand Avenue to Twin Oaks Valley Road 

• Barham Drive, from the future Discovery Street extension at Twin Oaks Valley Road to the 
eastern City Limit 

An upgrade of the roadways to City design standards for sanctioned truck routes and local circulation, as 
described under the proposed project, would improve the level of safety in the immediate area by 
increasing road safety design, load capacity, and provide additional opportunities for evacuation in the 
event of an emergency. The City of San Marcos Engineering Department will continue to be responsible 
for the evaluation, regulation and upgrade of local roadways to maintain safe conditions and appropriate 
design for transportation of hazardous materials through San Marcos. 

Under the proposed project, the City will continue to maintain permitting requirements, as administered 
by the DEH requirements, for all land uses that handle, store, or generate hazardous waste. Disclosure 
laws will continue to be enforced by the City to identify business users and the materials they handle to 
facilitate notification of appropriate agencies in the event of a violation. Through these regulatory actions, 
along with the ongoing public education efforts of the City and identification of risks, San Marcos can 
continue to maintain safe conditions. 

The current regulatory environment provides a high level of protection from hazardous materials 
manufactured within, transported to, and stored at commercial, industrial, and educational facilities within 
the planning areas. Restricted materials, hazardous materials and hazardous waste cannot be transported 
on any public street or highway without complying with the Federal EPA and State EPA transportation 
manifest requirements. Implementation of current state and federal regulations, as well as the policies of 
the proposed project may not prevent all potential releases of hazardous materials but would serve to 
minimize both the frequency and magnitude, if such a release occurs. 

In combination with existing federal and state regulations, policies identified in the Mobility and Safety 
chapters of the General Plan would reduce the potential impacts of the routine use and transportation of 
hazardous materials in the City through improvement of truck routes, reduction of industrial land uses and 
increase in local surface streets. These factors taken together reduce transportation-related risks. 
However, at a program level analysis where specific conditions of future development or transportation-
related impacts on the planning area cannot be evaluated, this impact would be significant; mitigation is 
required. 

Hazardous Materials within 0.25 Mile of Schools 

The land uses in the proposed project include commercial, industrial and mixed use designations within 
0.25 mile of schools. Proposed revisions to land uses adjacent to schools redesignate property as mixed 
use that would generally be of a less-intensive use than typical existing commercial designations. The 
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siting of schools, including existing facilities and upgrading construction projects, have been regulated by 
the California Department of Education (DOE); new facilities would not be constructed within 0.25 mile 
of facilities emitting or handling materials consistent with DOE requirements. 

Individual users of hazardous materials will continue to be regulated by local disclosure, permitting and 
notification requirements of the “Disclosure of Hazardous Materials” program consistent with all federal, 
state and local laws. However, at a program level analysis where specific conditions of future school sites 
cannot be evaluated, this impact would be significant; mitigation is required. 

Development on a Known Hazardous Materials Site 

Cal/EPA databases indicate several sites within the City of San Marcos are included on the Cortese List 
documents. Activities at these sites may have resulted in the release, or investigation of potential release 
of materials, and/or the contamination of soils and groundwater. Sites summarized in Table 3.8-1 are in 
various stages of review, cleanup and remediation. Implementation of the General Plan may result in the 
redevelopment of one or more of these sites. 

In accordance with federal, state, and local requirements and regulations, all new development facilitated 
by the General Plan that involves contaminated property, such as those sites identified by the Cortese List, 
will involve the cleanup and/or remediation of the property. Remediation of contaminated sites will 
continue to be required of developers, as necessary, to protect public health and safety, in accordance with 
the recommendations of appropriate environmental assessments and consistent with all applicable 
regulations and standards. Construction shall not occur at such locations until the property can obtain a 
DEH “no further action” or similar statement from the responsible agencies. However, at a program level 
analysis where specific conditions of future development sites cannot be evaluated, this impact would be 
significant; mitigation is required. 

Airport and Aircraft Hazards 

Policies of the proposed project update would not impact the development or function of the McClellan 
Airport in any manner. The City of San Marcos is currently in conformance with ALUCP height and land 
use policies, and the proposed program level modifications would not impact compliance. 

The ALUCP designates the McClellan Airport Review Area 2 to include nearly two thirds of San Marcos. 
Federal, state and local regulations and area plans govern the operation of the airport and the regulation of 
development within the AIA. Proposed project policies of the Safety Element require consistency with 
ALUCP policies and notification procedures. No further land use or height regulation is required. No 
impact from the activities in the proposed project is expected, and no mitigation is required since this 
level of impact is less than significant. 
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Interference with an Adopted Emergency Plan 

In the event of an emergency situation, suitable and efficient circulation systems are vital for the 
evacuation of residents and the mobility of fire suppression, emergency response, and law enforcement 
vehicles. 

Implementation of the proposed project update would create additional residential, commercial, industrial 
and mixed use development. This potential development would add population in need of emergency 
services and evacuation routes as well as increase traffic on circulation routes to the planning area. 
Policies in the Safety, Conservation and Open Space, and Land Use Elements of the proposed project 
include a variety of actions aimed at improving community safety, ensuring emergency response 
readiness through provision of adequate law and emergency facilities through public and private funding, 
continued adherence to the adopted emergency plan, and ongoing public education. Policies of the Land 
Use and Community Design Element, and Mobility Element address the development of land in a manner 
that would provide sufficient investment in roadway and public safety infrastructure to support population 
increases. 

San Marcos has undertaken several programs to identify, evaluate, mitigate and respond to emergency 
situations. The City participates in the County of San Diego’s Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, employs the Standard Emergency Management System (SEMS) for the coordination of 
emergencies, maintains the San Marcos Regional Emergency Services Training Center and prepares 
citizens for community based responses under the CERT programs. The Count Sherriff is the responsible 
law enforcement agency maintaining a station in the City; the SDFD is the responsible fire and 
emergency response agency for the City and influence areas. Additionally, City ordinances are consistent 
with the 2010 San Diego County Operational Area Hazardous Materials Area Plan, which identifies 
general areas or siting criteria for hazardous waste facilities. 

Implementation of current state and federal regulations, the policies of the proposed project, and 
continued adherence to the existing County HMP and local emergency plans would serve to reduce the 
potential impacts on emergency preparedness in the City. However, at a program level analysis where 
specific implication of future development on emergency plans cannot be evaluated, this impact would be 
significant; mitigation is required. 

Fire Hazards 

San Marcos and northern San Diego County experience wildland fires due to extreme weather conditions, 
human error and topography. CALFIRE mapping of San Marcos identifies most of the planning area 
within the “high” and “very high” fire hazard severity zones. According to CALFIRE the entire 
Questhaven/La Costa Meadows neighborhood is within the “very high” severity zone, as is large portions 
of undeveloped land in the College Area, Twin Oaks Valley and Barham/Discovery Community 
neighborhoods. However, CALFIRE maps to not consider current development conditions and 
implemented programs such as fuel management plans that reduce actual fire hazards. 
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In recent years, identified fire hazard communities have undergone substantial development under 
Specific Plans. Within the Barham/Discovery Community and Questhaven/La Costa Meadows 
neighborhoods, addition of structures developed under updated building and fire codes has resulted in the 
removal of considerable natural vegetation, reducing the volume of wildland interface brushland that was 
present in previous years. 

To better evaluate and identify true fire risk within the community based on such recent improvements 
and existing development patterns, San Marcos Fire Department prepared the HRA and CWPP discussed 
in section 3.8.2. The HRA and CWPP worked through a collaborative process with multiple stakeholders 
to identify and delineate communities, areas of concern and values at risk in San Marcos. Through this 
process fuels, slope, elevation, aspect maps, refined fuel modeling, and fire behavior analysis were 
combined with current development patterns and conditions to analyze fire hazard and risk. As part of the 
HRA, individual home assessments and a comprehensive survey were conducted resulting in 
individualized fuel management plans were prepared on a community, neighborhood and parcel basis to 
educate property owners on their risk and enable effective management to reduce risk (SMFD and Anchor 
Point 2007). As a result of this, SMFD identified a substantially reduced community hazard risk area as 
compared to CALFIRE mapping. See Figure 3.8-2. This individualized approach to hazard evaluation 
reduces areas of “very high” hazard to limited area of Questhaven/La Costa Meadows and 
Barham/Discovery Community neighborhoods, reducing the majority of San Elijo Hills and Twin Oaks 
Valley to “low hazard” based on HRA plans and development patterns. “Very high” community hazard 
fire zones require special development consideration and fuel management (SMFD and Anchor Point 
2007). 

As a component of the CWPP process the SMFD completed a three year work plan that prioritizes 
proactive measures to reduce the threat of wildfire within the community. Action items are noted under 
four main areas: 

1. Public education 
2. Access and evacuation 
3. Home mitigation 
4. Fuels treatment 

Work plan items include road improvements to enhance access and evacuation, mandates for use of 
ignition resistant construction for all new development, taking inventory of properties that do not conform 
to defensible space standards and individual parcel plans, and fuel treatment management/reduction areas. 
Additionally, the City of San Marcos requires all building or structure to provide and maintain an 
effective fuel modification zone per City Ordinance 2003-1216, Chapter 17.64. 

Implementation of the proposed project policies would likely result in the increase of residential and non-
residential structures in urban and wildland fire risk settings. Development in these areas would increase 
the population directly affected by potential fire hazards. Intensification of development would be 
counteracted by existing SMFD CWPP annual work plan action items, existing fuel 
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management/reduction plans, and proposed policy implementation that would result in said new 
development adhering to current building and fire codes. Better building practices required by the current 
building and fire codes combined with would reduce urban and wildland fire risks. Additionally, policies 
within the proposed project Safety Element require developer-funded fuel management programs to be 
associated with all new development, defensible space to be maintained for all structures, coordinated fire 
and emergency services, and development of additional fire access roads for firefighting and resident 
evacuation. 

San Marcos Fire Department Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) and its associated annual 
work plans and individual parcel fuel management plans provide risk identification and prevention 
measures to maintain a safe and prepared City. Additional fuel management will continue to be required 
and planned by the City in very high severity zones. Land Use Element policies of the proposed project 
ensure adequate public facilities in the form of fire stations, staffing, appropriate roadways and access to 
water are maintained for emergency response. To facilitate this upkeep in public facilities, Land and 
Community Design policies would continue to require private development to pay a fair share of public 
facility fees for the maintenance, expansion and use of fire resources. 

Continued implementation of current local, state and federal regulations, the policies of the proposed 
project, and the City’s building code procedures would serve to reduce the potential fire hazard impacts 
and provide sufficient protection service related to fires in the City. All new development within the City 
occurring in high and very high fire risk severity zones would require fuel management plans consistent 
with local and county regulations. Continued preparation and achievement of CWPP action plans would 
support managed growth with appropriate evacuation and response infrastructure. 

While these plans and policies coupled with the mitigation strategies discussed here would help reduce 
the risks to people and structures associated with wildland fires, it cannot be guaranteed that all future 
project-level impacts would be reduced to less than significant levels due to the relatively large amount of 
area within the planning area region that is considered to be at high risk for wildland fires. Furthermore, 
climate change is likely to impact the severity and frequency of wildfires. The frequency and intensity are 
predicted to increase over time due to climate change. Therefore, impacts related to the exposure of 
additional people and structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires 
would be significant; mitigation is required. 

3.8.5 MITIGATION MEASURES 

Implementation of the San Marcos General Plan would result in significant impacts related to hazardous 
materials, flood, fire and emergency planning. The following mitigation measures are general and 
programmatic in nature, and would be refined in project-specific CEQA documents. 
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Routine use, Transportation, Disposal, and Release of Hazardous Materials 

Use of Hazardous Materials 

Impacts are less than significant based on existing regulatory conditions; no mitigation is required. 

Transportation of Hazardous Materials 

HM-1 Restrict hazardous materials transportation to designated truck routes and time periods. 
(Implementation Program S-4.1) 

HM-2 Maintain the existing arrangement with the County of San Diego Department of 
Environmental Health (DEH) Hazardous Materials Division (HMD) and local response teams 
for hazardous material spill response. (Implementation Program S-4.2) 

Hazardous Materials within 0.25 Mile of Schools 

HM-3 Continue to require and enforce CEQA review and Department of Education siting 
requirements for schools, parks and other applicable children-related land uses. 
(Implementation Program S-4.4) 

Development on a Known Hazardous Materials Site 

HM-4 Require Cortese List status submittal and review by DEH HMD or appropriate local agency 
for known or suspected contamination sites prior to issuance of building permits. 
(Implementation Program S-4.3) 

Airport and Aircraft Hazards 

Impacts are less than significant based on existing conditions; no mitigation is required. 

Interference with an Adopted Emergency Plan 

HM-5 Continue to secure funding for and update Emergency Operations Center plan. 
(Implementation Program S-5.3) 

HM-6 Develop traffic light management plan for emergency events and coordinate such plan with 
NCTD for all significant Sprinter intersections. (Implementation Program S-5.4) 

Fire Hazards 

HM-7 Require all new development or existing structures in “High,” “Very High,” or “Extreme” 
community hazard areas, as identified in Figure 3.8-3, maintain and employ a fuel 
reduction/management plan. (Implementation Program S-3.2) 
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HM-8 Provide fire studies for development within or adjacent to “High,” “Very High,” or 
“Extreme” community hazard areas as identified in Figure 3.8-3. (Implementation Program 
S-3.3) 

3.8.6 SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

Routine use, Transportation, Disposal, and Release of Hazardous Materials 

Use of Hazardous Materials 

Impacts are less than significant based on existing regulatory conditions. 

Transportation of Hazardous Materials 

Mitigation Measures HM-1 and HM-2 are proposed to address the impacts resulting from transportation 
of hazardous materials. Mitigation Measure HM-1 states transportation of hazardous materials will be 
limited to specific times and designated truck routes. Mitigation Measure HM-2 maintains existing local 
arrangements with DEH HMD for material spill response. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures HM-1 and HM-2 in coordination with existing federal, state and 
local regulations would reduce impacts associated with transportation of hazardous materials to less than 
significant. 

Hazardous Materials within 0.25 Mile of Schools 

Mitigation Measure HM-3 is proposed to address hazardous materials within 0.25 mile of schools. 
Mitigation Measure HM-3 states the City will continue to require and enforce CEQA review and DOE 
siting requirements are met for schools, parks and applicable child-related land uses. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure HM-3 would reduce impacts associated with hazardous materials 
within 0.25 mile of schools to less than significant. 

Development on a Known Hazardous Materials Site 

Mitigation Measure HM-4 is proposed to address impacts related to development of known hazardous 
material sites. Mitigation Measure HM-4 states required Cortese List status submittal and review for 
known or suspected contamination sites. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure HM-4 in addition to existing regulatory requirements would 
reduce impacts related to development of known hazardous material sites to less than significant. 

Airport and Aircraft Hazards 

Impacts are less than significant based on existing conditions. 
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Interference with an Adopted Emergency Plan 

Mitigation Measure HM-5 and HM-6 are proposed to address development impacts interference with 
adopted emergency plan(s). Mitigation Measure HM-5 continue funding for and updating of the 
Emergency Operation Center Plan. Mitigation Measure HM-6 provides for development of a traffic light 
management plan for emergency events. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures HM-5 and HM-6 in addition to existing plans and operations 
would reduce development impacts interference with adopted emergency plan(s) to less than significant. 

Fire Hazards 

Mitigation Measure HM-7 and HM-8 are proposed to address fire hazard. Mitigation Measure HM-7 
requires maintenance of fuel reduction/management plans for all new development in “high”, “very 
high”, and “extreme” community hazard fire zones. Mitigation Measure HM-8 provides fire studies for all 
new development in “high”, “very high”, and “extreme” community hazard fire zones. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures HM-7 and HM-8 in addition to existing management plans and 
operations would reduce fire hazard impacts to less than significant. 



3.8 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
 

 
San Marcos General Plan EIR 3.8-36 November 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 




